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MATURE READERS (grades 9–12)
Anderson, M

. T. Sym
phony for the City of the D

ead. An account of how
 com

poser D
m

itri Shostakovich and his Leningrad 
Sym

phony rallied their fellow
 citizens during the Siege of Leningrad.

Row
ell, Rainbow

. Carry O
n: The Rise and Fall of Sim

on Snow
. Sim

on Snow
’s girlfriend broke up w

ith him
, he’s terrible at 

m
agic, his nem

esis Baz is m
issing, and on top of all this he has threatening m

agical creatures to deal w
ith. It’s going to be a 

tough final year at the W
atford School of M

agicks.

Ruby, Laura. Bone G
ap. Eighteen-year-old Finn suffers from

 a disorder w
hich m

eans he can’t distinguish betw
een faces. 

W
hen he is the only w

itness to the abduction of his classm
ate Roza, his disability m

akes it difficult for him
 to assist w

ith the 
investigation—

and only m
akes him

 m
ore of an outsider in his quiet M

idw
estern tow

n.

Sepetys, Ruta. Salt to the Sea. As W
orld W

ar II draw
s to a close, refugees try to escape the w

ar’s final dangers only to find 
them

selves aboard a ship w
ith a target on its hull.

Shusterm
an, N

eal. Challenger D
eep. Caden, a high-achieving high school senior, starts descending into m

ental illness 
w

hile his fam
ily and friends try to figure out w

hat is w
rong w

ith him
. 

Stevenson, N
oelle. N

im
ona. Lord Ballister Blackheart seeks to bring dow

n the Institution of Law
 Enforcem

ent and H
eroics 

w
ith the aid of his new

 shapeshifting sidekick N
im

ona.

Van W
agenen, M

aya. Popular: Vintage W
isdom

 for a M
odern G

eek. U
nhappy w

ith her social postion at school, M
aya Van 

W
agenen decides to conduct a social experim

ent: for one year, she w
ill follow

 the advice of a 1950s popularity guide. 

Yoon, N
icola. Everything, everything. M

adeline, literally allergic to the outside w
orld, never leaves her room

. But w
hen a 

new
 boy m

oves in next door, she finds a com
plicated love that challenges everything she’s ever know

n. 

Every school year, the Panda Steering 
Com

m
ittee prom

otes the Panda Book Aw
ards 

reading initiative and publicizes lists of highly 
recom

m
ended books  for readers in international 

schools in China. The four reading categories 
are: Younger Readers (EC3-grade 2); M

iddle 
Readers (grades 3-5); O

lder Readers (grades 
6-8); and M

ature Readers (grades 9-12). Each list 
consists of eight to ten titles that span a w

ide 
range of genres. Students are encouraged to 
read as m

any books from
 the list as possible and 

are invited to vote for their favorite book in the 
w

eeks after Chinese N
ew

 Year.

The reading initiative is the responsibility 
of the Panda Steering Com

m
ittee, a group 

of international librarians in China. These 
professionals volunteer to read, review

 and 
discuss book titles subm

itted by other librarians 

or students. The goal of the Panda Book Aw
ards 

initiative is to instill an enduring love of reading 
and to take students on an exciting reading 
adventure.

The Panda Book Aw
ards initiative is now

 in 
its seventh year and its popularity has grow

n 
trem

endously. D
uring the first year, five 

international schools participated in voting. 
This year, over forty international schools joined 
the initiative, and over 5,700 students cast their 
votes. 

In the fall, the Panda 2016-2017 books should 
be available at all participating schools. In 
the m

eantim
e, explore the hand-out and put 

the Panda titles on your sum
m

er reading list. 
Also visit the w

ebsite http://pandabookaw
ards.

w
ikispaces.com

/ for m
ore details on the Panda 

reading initiative.



Shortlists  2016-2017
(Books are listed in alphabetical order by author)

MIDDLE READERS (grades 3–5)
Bradley, Kim

berly Brubaker. The w
ar that saved m

y life. A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from
 London 

to the English countryside during W
orld W

ar II, w
here they find life to be m

uch sw
eeter aw

ay from
 their abusive m

other.

Burgess, M
atthew

.  Enorm
ous Sm

allness: A Story of E. E. Cum
m

ings. An illustrated, brief overview
 of the life of E. E. 

Cum
m

ings.

Cheaney, J. B. Som
ebody O

n This Bus Is G
oing to Be Fam

ous. D
uring a torrential rainstorm

, a school bus goes off the road. 
W

ith the driver unconscious, it is up to her passengers to try to rescue each other and go for help.

OLDER READERS (grades 6–8)
Benjam

in, Ali. The Thing about Jellyfish. Tw
elve-year-old Suzy Sw

anson investigates the rare jellyfish she is convinced w
as 

responsible for the death of her best friend.

Chm
akova, Svetlana. Aw

kw
ard. Penelope Torres just w

ants to fit in and avoid the m
ean kids at her new

 m
iddle school. 

W
hen her art club goes to w

ar w
ith the science club, she finds she has a lot to learn about friendship.  

H
unt, Lynda M

ullaly. Fish in a Tree. Ally’s greatest fear is that everyone w
ill find out that she still doesn’t know

 how
 to read.

Landers, M
elissa. Starflight. Form

er high school enem
ies Solara Brooks and D

oran Spaulding m
ust team

 up w
hen they 

find them
selves aboard a renegade spaceship.

N
orriss, Andrew

. Friends for Live. Francis M
eredith is a boy w

ho is bullied for his interest in fashion and costum
ing. H

is life 
begins to change w

hen he m
akes friends w

ith Jessica and Andi, a ghost.

O
ppel, Kenneth. The N

est. W
hen w

asps com
e to Steve in a dream

 offering to fix his sick baby brother, he thinks all he has to 
do is say yes. But yes m

ay not m
ean w

hat Steve thinks it m
eans.

Stead, Rebecca. G
oodbye Stranger. As Bridge m

akes her w
ay through seventh grade on M

anhattan’s U
pper W

est Side w
ith 

her best friends, Em
,Tab, and a curious new

 friend, she finds the answ
ers she has been seeking.

Tan, Shaun. The Singing Bones. This book leads readers through the tales of the Brothers G
rim

m
 accom

panied by 
sculptures. Fuller descriptions of the tales are included in the back m

atter, along w
ith suggestions of w

here to read 
com

plete retellings. 

Cottrell Boyce, Frank. The Astounding Broccoli Boy. After Rory inexplicably turns green, he is sent to be studied by 
scientists. To m

ake m
atters w

orse, he is stuck w
ith his nem

esis, the school bully G
rim

. Everyone is baffled except for Rory, 
w

ho believes he and G
rim

 have becom
e superheroes.

H
arrold, A. F. The Im

aginary. Rudger, an im
aginary playm

ate, m
ust find his real friend Am

anda before he fades aw
ay 

to nothing. U
nfortunately he is also being hunted by the only other person w

ho can see him
, the evil M

r. Bunting, w
ho 

hunts--and possibly even eats—
im

aginary friends.

H
olm

, Jennifer L. Sunny Side U
p. After her older brother starts acting strangely, Sunny Lew

in is shipped off to Florida to 
spend the sum

m
er w

ith her grandfather. Sunny is sure that she is the one to blam
e for the w

ay her brother is acting. M
ost 

of all, she w
ants things to go back to the w

ay they w
ere before.

Jam
ieson, Victoria. Roller G

irl. A graphic novel adventure about a girl w
ho discovers roller derby right as she and her best 

friend are grow
ing apart.

Ryan, Pam
 M

unoz. Echo. Lost in the Black Forest, O
tto m

eets three m
ysterious sisters and finds him

self entw
ined in a 

prophecy, a prom
ise, and a harm

onica.

Selznick, Brian. The M
arvels. Billy M

arvel is shipw
recked, rescued, and goes on to found a brilliant fam

ily of actors w
hich 

flourishes in London until 1900. N
early a century later, Joseph Jervis is captivated by the portraits and ghostly presences of 

the M
arvel house.

Tashjian, Janet. M
y Life as a G

am
er. D

erek Fallon gets the chance of a lifetim
e w

hen he is asked to test softw
are for new

 
video gam

es, but he soon discovers that his dream
 job isn’t all it’s cracked up to be.

YOUNGER READERS (EC 3–grade 2)
Barney, Saltzberg. Chengdu Could N

ot, W
ould N

ot, Fall Asleep. H
igh in the trees in the m

iddle of the night, all of the 
pandas are sleeping except for Chengdu, w

ho tries everything and still cannot fall asleep until he finds the perfect spot 
atop his brother, Yuan.

Blabey, Aaron. Pig the Pug. Pig is the greediest Pug in the w
orld. H

e is bad-tem
pered, rude and he never, ever shares. O

ne 
day, Pig’s greed finally backfires and som

ething unexpected happens to him
. W

ill Pig the Pug learn his lesson at last? A 
hilarious picture book about learning to share.

D
ayw

alt, D
rew

. The D
ay the Crayons Cam

e H
om

e. Com
panion book to: The D

ay the Crayons Q
uit. O

ne day, D
uncan is 

happily coloring w
ith his crayons w

hen a stack of postcards arrives in the m
ail from

 his form
er crayons, each of w

hich has 
run aw

ay or been left behind, and all of w
hich w

ant to com
e hom

e.

Ferry, Beth. Stick &
 Stone. Stick and Stone are both lonely until Pinecone’s teasing causes one to stick up for the other, and 

a solid friendship is form
ed.

G
leeson, Libby. The Cleo Stories 1: The N

ecklace and the Present. M
eet Cleo, a m

em
orable character created by Libby 

G
leeson and Freya Blackw

ood. D
elightful, w

arm
 and irresistible, these stories show

 how
 a little girl w

ith a big im
agination 

can alw
ays find a w

ay to have fun.

Kang, Anna. You Are (N
ot) Sm

all. Tw
o fuzzy creatures can’t agree on w

ho is sm
all and w

ho is big, until a couple of surprise 
guests show

 up, settling it once and for all!

Kobald, Irena. M
y Tw

o Blankets. A little girl nicknam
ed “Cartw

heel” m
oves to a different country w

here she can her fam
ily 

can all be safe, but Cartw
heel has a hard tim

e adjusting to her new
 hom

e.

M
attick, Lindsay. Finding W

innie. A fictionalized account of Captain H
arry Coleburn’s relationship w

ith a bear cub w
hich 

he rescued w
hile on his w

ay to care for horses during W
orld W

ar I. This real event becam
e the inspiration for A.A. M

ilne’s 
W

innie-the-Pooh.

Reynolds, Aaron. N
erdy Birdy. A picture book about a dorky bird w

ho just w
ants to hang out w

ith the cool birds.

W
illem

s, M
o. W

aiting Is N
ot Easy. Piggie tells G

erald she has a surprise for him
, but it is not there yet. G

erald m
ust be 

patient, and it is very difficult!


